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“I Heard That the Black Hawk Had Been Boarded Soon !\fter We Left
E4 Hcr, and That the Mate Was Found Tied to the St!""np of_ t_he
T L Nﬁzzqnmasi,.,laead Wﬂ'hwi’h& Fppd Alengside Him 4y, S

" the Dead Man

/HE report of the dlscovery of the

derellet sclioaner General Siglin

I In the North Pueifie with the dead

Boflly of her mate lashed 1o o

daxit. recalls vivldiy 1o my mind

an ncean fragedy of forty years ago, which

resnlted in fhe finding of the Baltlmore

bark Blaek Hawk (o aivery sitnllar cofdl-
tion -

The Black Hawk Had been tlires years on
tlie Chlua coast, and ns ler bottom re-
sembled a dombination hiny field and oyster
hed while the pnmps warned Captain Hal
Lilag that the fovedos were progressing
finely in their efforts 0 convert her inte n
sipye, he colleered snch enrgo ns he eould
get—ten ‘was begend her—shipped a crow
of Shonghal beach-combers, anil salled far
Bbston and o dry dock.

1 bad been left bebind in the hospitai
when my own‘ship salled. and as the Consui
curtly informed me that Uneole' Sam was not
maintaining a free home for sick,  lame
and dnzy saflors, T grasped the fivst oppor-
tunity that offersd el nnd shipped In
the Bloek Hawk for home. Althongh 1 was
# young fellow In those days, 1 had been
at zea long enoug‘) to become thoronghly
Imbvied  with that- batred of everything
ahfy the mafmmast, which Is guch o strong
chnracteristic of “Poor Jaek.'"

There were ten of us forward—mveelf ani
ulbe typlenl Shanghol beacl-comibers, redl-
nossd,  Dbleary- -eyed,  rngged  seounfdrels,
whose pyer present want wag snmshow,
and yhose proudest hoast was that they
salled in any man's ship, and that the hiot-
ter she was the better they werp sultt‘r.‘l.
(faptain Dnne Halliday was a big, wed-
faced, foul-mouthed,  pevambulating runt
bareel, Mr, Slkelly, the mate, a long. Intliy,
sthoping lu:l!\:hfuu'l. lmpressed s ag heing
suave, I not simple, and thereln wo erred.

The second mare, Mr. Cobh, wae a Foung
man, of o rather ubTQﬂ‘h’l"{s boisternus
manner, whom we decllsd - needed  yud
wouldl reovive tralilng before the Gork's
anchoy stired the mud of Boston hatbos,

The cook, a burly Baltimore negvo, not
o¥er polite, was rogarded os a prospective
candidafe for sundry wholesome fhumnips,
intendeid to Impress hit with o Proper re-
spect for his superiors. These, with o pas-
Senger, o young man of twenty-thres of
four, son of n Shanghnl| merehant, consti-
tuted the “after gonrds."

Our first morning at sen diwned bright
and beautiful and showed the port watoh
sitting on thelr chests garlng dublously
fnto o “kid" oferacker hosh—a’ vile, groasy
“eomviound of ponnded hardinek, mnrxplr
chopped *Salthorde™ pud slosh,, the whole

- niess Dalled nenly too the gonslstency of

glile, save harbliiger of scuivy, especinlly
on surl a long, tedions passage as any one
couidl “see that we were In for. Harey
Jones, a big, bony Welshmon, looked ot
the etenming “Eid™ n momett and snld:

Ihat's doel  *TGshy-mi- mmlh the fipst
Llocdy mornin' out, Ow wmaty of us ‘Il
live fex gee the land o' the freeat this mies
5l damnml but' T ‘avé w mind ter, go
haft an' Arek 'l ‘Wibs ter let ma hout, an’
It walk boek ter Shang'al® 3

I was passing the door, wien one of the
wateh called me: 1o gee the fihe beefsteni
and potatoes they were gatting on boul
of my. “bloody ‘Geuntry’ ehip.” We wede
Lonn jolueld by o couple more of the witeh
on deck. and It wos-desfdad that might sow
wiig the best time 10 enter our protest..

Eight joen—the pl'l“l‘l! wateh below. and
theee of us omdeck—marched aft In a by,
Mr. Skeliy, the ensy-zollig miate, wha lwan-
g Wlly. over the weather rall, hls ntri-
tude Jistless and shambling as It qlwiys
was,  We went to hhn, sad 1 Geing nenrost
cealled him by ndwe and safd: “We wanhy
like to sec the enptifie™  Without leaving
the rafl he turned Wils head togby and said:
“The bell you wanld! Wont the commo
dore do yei™

“Commadpre cor. eaptain,” ssid o bawe

Iepged Htle BEngllsbhman, “we wants to see

the mmn as hlordered us fed on swill such
s no- decent Tog wodld Went, afore weTri
favdly elenr o the Toud,'”

Ot lopi, Suu-deed, Trish. “Awerienn miyfe
urﬂlnhl&-uh] hlmm,t! qu: hit :

I
el
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nnhnmsiome vleage,

; u;r o kntiok! him on the head and drop
i ﬁ

>~

blnsplicmons, Inveetive poured forth tha®
held ws gpellbound In admirstion, experts
as we were. He kept it wp for a full min-
ute;, while we stood thece wondering where
It all enme from. Then he wis among us,
and, before we knew If, three mep wers
sprawlig senseless on the deck, and we
had a1l Leen Bit or kicked, or both, and
were In full retreat forward. He was a
“Baeke” and ke all Bucko mites could
Just walk through twenty wen Hke n doge
of galts, and “lam hell ‘'ont of them." The
unweleome  food was  eaten by both
watehes: it was admitted that the mote
was a “horse,” and dlre VENReaAnce wWis
sworn agaiowt him.

From that day there was no peace. No
afternoon watell Lelow, he min was ever
called by his correct name, or ollowed to
Ltave his bumps and cuts all henled at
onee. The young passenger practised on
us and the negro cook lnsulted us ghame-
fully, shoving our kids of cracker hash
along the deck to ns with *“‘Here, hogs,
take yeroswill,'” and we took It, ate it 10
the last serap  nnd wished, oh, how we
wished, that there was more of [t.

Thers is a lmit to the sndurance of
even 4 Shanghai beach comber, and In this
instanee thnr Hmit was reached while they
were yet alive;

The result of several clandestine fore-
castle counetls was that every man of the
ten gwore on his sheath knife to take no
mare of the mote’s “Hp,"and that the next
time thnt n man wns steock we would
rlge “en winsse™ and run the entire gfter-
goard over the taffeall.

The st mnn bad Hordly subseribed to
thls oath wheno the door was snatehed
viglontly open nnd diseloged the move's
“Come onut lLers, ye
sernping of Chlocke fnlls""  The epithie
haring Ueen - appled  coltectively, whose
busipess was It to take It up? Also, the
fiest und lnsr mansont forgot to resent the
Eleks s enffs whicl they recelved dovord-

lng to thne honored custom,

1 was nt the wheel that niglit from 10 to
12, The wind was $p light that she hardly
had steerngeway on ber. yet every time
the mate looked ot the compnss he wuuld
curse me for belng off my course, He had
o why of 1thumping the man nt the wheel
il the back of the head, causing himn to
bump hlmself severcly on the spokes. He
Liad already donpe It to me twlee, and 1
swore to myself that if be &id It aguln I
wonli kill him, He did it I let go 1he
wheel anid sprang at him, but befors T could
et my Lulfe out be hod me down on che
wall deck, Klekod nnd pounded pearly to
inseneibility. My watch mntes threw salt
water over me untll 1 swas somewhat re-

vived,
Fy

The first wse I made of my voice awhen I
was nblo to spesk was to rovile them for n
got of cowardly honnds: They were full of
exedses. It wng 5o sudden, They Hnd oot
boen ready. One of the wateh was ploft,
rendering them short-nuded, and so forth,
“ANL vight,! sl T, I tackled bl alone,
amd ¥ou two never offered help. Now 1 am

(golng to enll the woieh belm¥ and have it

out with him. We conldn't bhave n better
chance. He's o deek nlone, ond If Le onn
kiek all hands, al right: Dut uiless Lie onii
he's pot to be Heked to-nfght. 1 wint stand
1t any longer.” B

The starbonrd wateh were not pleascd to

L he ealiedl for such o fob, I coulil see that:

but T labored with tlem until 1 ronsed
what 1ttle enthusinsm there was left jn
thelr storyed and beaten bodies. and they

on the

By FREDERICK BENTON WILLIAMS,
Agthor of the Most Ramarkable Book of the Year, '.

Davit,

“ON MANY SEAS.” °

ever, that he—thinking from thelr npmber
thnt he had only his own watch to deal
with—would rur, forward by the wenther
gangway to go to his voom for his pistol.
Then the rest, who were comvenled under
the break of the poop, would reeelve lilm
on deck,

How in the xoriz did we manage
forget that he pever ran from anybody?
‘There wns no cery great edtliuslnsm man-
Ifested when velunteers were called for to
form the boardlag party. I offzred t6 head
It, but It was admitted that I was too
much battered to be serviceapio, My ex-
ample told, however, for soon the requisite
number were frund to undert ke the des-
pernte misslon, Sflently, and with o sharp
eye on the mage, we gathered under the
break of the popp. The moon was shining
l;rlghr]y. making our efforts at topcenlment
all the mioré (Iffleulf. The *hree volun:
teers mounted the lee lndder amnd disap-
pmred We zay, the man wha was wateh-
Ifig along the yedther gangway step out
from under gover il look loouiningly aft.
Then there was a nolse of Licws and full-
Ing bodies;, mitgied. with horeledl curses
and the patter of bare feet alotg the les
gangwagy., X '

As two of tha boarding patty breached
clear of the lnd.!pr and tumbled over each
other on the maln deck the gfter bell was
rung vielently, und before we bad time tn
wonder what the matter wag, the eaptain,
second mate any paseengers burst through
the. forwward cabin doors ang fired Into
ue s though wy wera n flock Of gparrowes,
Panle-stricken, we fed for oyr Hyes for-
ward and Into. the rnremstle, they after
us, blazing away,

We closed the Ihors and secured them on
the inslde, Thur emptied thelr revolvers
Into the door aad slde of the houss, wnd
thew, the capuali curslog us fora gang of
Jalibirds, they went nft. A connt’ of noses
showed us to bi three men sh(wt and we
never saw either of them aguli,. We now
benrd the report of those whoe went aft to
“do ap” the mate.  When thay had ap-
pedared at the afrer cofner of fie house he
was stnnding wih bis back to them, fook-
Ing away to wii sdwnr«l They armed the
belmsman with an fron belaylng pin, and,
elated with their suyecess so fir, were in
the very act of ¢ :ushing oo the mate when
he turned, There was not much need 1o 1el)
the rest 4

BEvery one kujgw wliat
then:

They fell before bim llke goain before
the slckle.

Two regalned thelr feet Alg got nway
while Le wns glylng what wis ud doubt,
n preponcrpwd alarym. Hence the ralklng
fire that we veceived on the mbin deek,

What was to l:_- done now? Or, mther,
whot weould the“ do? We were now re-
duced to seveu, xullp they had not lost o

to

had  happensd,

man,  Two of Lur fellows were slightly
wounded by plsiol shots, whily they, we
knew, were uu!:qrml:d I bind pung on to

my eapstun bap, and it was the only
wenpon left 1o us, while fhey hoad (he ship
and eveny thing in her, ourselves Ineluded.

The wore wp  talked and thought
of It the wotse d our case appear. We
secured the duon a5 best we eoild, and
ﬂnn]li dropped oY to sleep. The weather
wns fine, and so jhey left g nil night, and
the wmext day. Wp could hear (hem oces-
sionaily about the docks, and the smells
from the gatley uminlizml us, for we laul
nothing to eat Lot bardiock, au d ns thetp
was no water In the f-,r-.-mu'h‘ thnt was
wor uvallable, We siffercd mr.ul'e« frow |
the sulfocatitg beat and from thirst, bur |
dared not show y nose outslde owr doors.
The very fact that they aitowed ns to re-
maln In' thery when they were amply shile
to, battre down onr doors and Jo ng ther
Ithed with. ns. afterward ('numd us thuel
WOIrry yel. Wlmt were thiey tl: Ao, anr-
WAy v

Tihe Jong duy Jrew to a bliie, we re.
fratued Trom Ughilng our slish- h Wp oneae.
connt of the hent and as sailors ean sleep
undler almost any clre umstnnees, we slept.

finally agreed that now was as-good n time | Sometlme doring (e nlght e Wwpre roused

as any. Silemtly we crept out of the lee
daoor: and armed onrselves with the Lanrs of
the  forvecastle capatdan, marilne splkes,
windliss normaps=anything. Wa held s
final connell of war undér the lee of the
Beuse,  Three men, carrying an extied wei-
pon for the min ui the wheel, Wers to erecp
along the lee gangwiy, and on reaching
the after corner of the cabin were to rise
to thelr feet and rush on him, assisted by
the holmsman.

If he nttempted to stand Im ‘groupd thes

rerbcpad ‘Ihe wppoﬂtlus w‘al, ﬁhw-

l't._\-. the hark heellng suddenly agd heavily

1o/ port. Immedigtoly there waz o sharp
rit-Lot:tnt on the leg door, amd we hedard
Sku]lrs volee shouting, tCume, gt ont
here, git out, Fep l.,mnm'd tools, do yér want
ter Do drowned?” A sudden %hnrp Teed
of the bark very near (o the capsizing
poftit - warned us that be was right.

S0 we opened d4r door and tumbled out
tn thoe to hear, above the sorpeching  of
the gale. Caprnin Hallidey, roaning at the

qunte:  CWhy o bh-loden’t ye git them
d——1  scheomlors o ln'n m_l.wh
o ¢ ome sall off o

i
o

A fors lee could) recovel 1 with his mhar‘h_m

d—mu ye, pe're wuss'n they be yerself™

The old man was maving drunk. The bayk
was fing aback, the wind .wes howling
through the wigging., and the ruln and

sproy were driving noross her In salld
sheets;  The et yellad orders ot a8
whith we were inabie to fuil We coyld
hardly bang on, let alone work. Y

In the mldst of all thls ‘hel]l aflont’ there

o

cume n bltnding flash of lghtning, -

I saw a fireball as blg as a_beef tlorpe 1‘
go through the foretopmast. just abore )
the cap, Wit I heard ne thunder, Nothilhg £
could Be heard above the general din:  Ide b\
stend of falling over the s!ﬂe. the tip- g
mast flew away tp lecward, “rigging sud '1
buekstays having no more effedt In stop- 1
ping 4t than sp many parfts of rottén stdl X
teine. 'Y X

Tt took the Jibboom and malatopgaliant- © =
mast with . k

With the very next heave of the sea | :
maintopmast and _mizzenmast,  sight Gt
from the deck, left ber, und she l'oﬂi!d m
windward o helploss Tulk.

Her courses—old fine weather salls—hud LS
split and Llown awny before wo chme ubh
fAeck,

Within bhalf an Wour the gale Inlled 30
that orders counld be heard and mwen cotd '
mave about the (decks. The captain ¢F-
derpil the mate to send thres men to the
pump, and take the rest, with the second
mate and epok, to clear away the wieck: -
rge and get snil bent and set to steady e
n bit. By midnight we had a reefed: fore-
sitll set, and she was running. before it
the passenger nt the wheel, -

The black ¢ook helped the mates to drive
us, and T heard the Crhptain tell the three
men At the pump that if they dlin’t “kes
that -brake going,” be wonld e “down
there wmdng ‘em.” X

The mate went nft for something, apd a
yell from forwanml told that the pook lu(,ﬂ
met his reward.  Heaviog that ory the
mate ron forward again, and the second.
mute dlgappenred. Not a man was to Koo
found about the decks. On hls way around
the honse somethlng washed .agalnet hix
legs, upsettin ghlm. He grappled with 1,
and on dragging it ¢ othe il whe shle iy
muke ont, by the loyg ollskin cont, that &
wias the eaprain, The feprures—tlicre wein
Ao

Things looked errions. He burried to s
room dnd gor his revolver. L

The tlitee who bad bean powplpg, aftes
disporing of thes~Ciopialn, had egtersd u.,- L
cabin fu searcth of refreshuments, and trus
to thelr tralning, althongh they bhad qu;r
starving for a onth, they looked for rum.
There was plenty of that, snd. the !l_
long, deliclons swig o revived them
warined thelr hearig that they remnmbavﬂ
thely wet aud hungry shipmatos: ﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ) Lq
out there nnder the mates and cook,
two-gallon fug, and  séversl bhotties mld’
{ho passage from eabin to forecssle

safety. The word was passed nnmns_ﬁ!s
gang forwaed, snd when the mate, tms
Ing himself slong by the water cask Inshs
Inga, appenved ot the forecnstie door g-m.
his revolver, le facod seven Shanghal
beachibatutiens with enongli ‘por gut’ nh&tﬂ,,
to teel desd ripe for anything,
vengeance off him. ’

A bottle, flung from a dirk eorner r
the forecastio, shattered on the hutt .
Wis revolver, cottng kis hand sod es ol
the wenpon to drop ftom Lis grasp, Bee =
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the golitary hand-snlke In possiesslon of
forecagtie porly cune down with a whh
{and, Just wissiug Wis head, broke uis cols
tar Loge, to per btduse satiefaction:

He was ours tiow, Wa lonpod throngh
the daior, falllug ever die ‘dnother Iﬂ_m
eagerness to pay ay Justalment of m ‘ﬂl" .
fess debt we owed to Mr, Skelln ‘Wom- *
@, and outpumbered as he was. bo mon- £
aged o give many of ok rersipis i the -'
shape of kicks nud Lites, and at last finds

\--4‘

but ititle satisfaction In thet, op ﬂltw—\.
»‘
lj'

R

flnidlng  more  atirsetione viiawhem, m’-‘
trooped  aft to. whepe the musy
passenger wns steering nnd  wishing, td'
dnplight.  Mls frse lotmootion that doys. =
thing -was  wromg  was  when E wa
gnaiched from the whedl sud
icked and beaten, nhwn on to the _:mih

. Ai‘smrslr cllnsy lay lm!de the I“J
onu thor the caplaln had uumlwfar
ity while on fhe eonste Wi qu!nﬂym
Ler out, and threw her bodiiy w&
il dnd then amid his nm‘em tqtugu
wo hove the passengen Inio hen ;nd the
hoond tuste, whom we fouud shulling




